[The spatial grouping of myocardial infarct in Portugal. The application of the methods of Grimson and of Moran].
The objective of this study was to apply techniques of space grouping (clusters) to identify the existence of eventual clusters. The application of these techniques to illnesses, such as cardiovascular ones, may generate work hypotheses, in order to know the dynamics of the risk factors. We used two techniques, Grimson's test and the Moran's I for the study of the behaviour of standardised mortality ratio (SMR) for myocardium infarction at a municipal level. The SMR had been calculated by municipalities, for men, women and both in the period of 1985-1989, based on the data of the INE. We verified that any of the two methods suggests the existence of clusters for the infarct of the myocardium, identifying regions in the country in which SMR are above that expected, implying the presence of "identical denominators" or other common ones. The use of these techniques for cardiovascular illnesses could be useful as a scientific form of identifying regions of high and low risk, making it possible for epidemiological studies to be made of the different known and unknown risk factors contributing to the implementation of preventive measures.